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MAIN ROADS — THOMAS ROAD 
Grievance 

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [9.38 am]: I thank the Minister for Transport for taking my grievance 
today. My grievance is on behalf of the growing number of Darling Downs and Byford residents who, without any 
prior consultation, found out via a mail-out by Main Roads Western Australia that their existing direct access to 
Thomas Road will no longer be available to them. On 24 August, the Minister for Transport, along with the Premier, 
announced the initial works for the Byford rail extension in a media release. Two days later, residents received 
a flyer in the mail advertising the Metronet Byford rail extension. The same flyer outlined the government’s 
decision to convert the existing rail crossing at Thomas Road to a four-lane road-over-rail bridge, with construction 
to commence in November 2020. 

All this occurred without any consultation with the community or, in particular, the local residents who will be 
severely impacted by this news. I have heard from and met with families who will have a large retaining noise 
wall of up to 11 metres high constructed along their boundary line without any prior consultation. One property 
owner will lose a large strip of land from their beautiful rural lifestyle property, which section currently has lines 
of magnificent old marri trees. This strip is approximately 10 metres wide by 200 metres long and, again, will be 
taken from them with no prior consultation. Residents of Darling Downs will lose their direct access to Thomas Road, 
again without any prior consultation. The proposed redirection of traffic to connect Butcher Road to Thomas Road 
does come with some risks—risks that do not seem to have been properly identified or assessed, let alone mitigated. 
The shock and emotional stress caused by the lack of due process and proper consultation is having a devastating 
impact on these residents. After speaking with them, it is obvious they are distraught, worried and extremely 
frustrated. The residents expressed to me that they feel that this has been sprung upon them. With the commencement 
date in November, just over a month away, they feel their concerns will not be given the courtesy of being considered. 
After attending the briefings held last Saturday and from the discussions residents have now had with representatives 
from Metronet and the Armadale Access Alliance, it has become apparent, minister, that the design process has 
only just commenced, with all involved scrambling to catch up to the minister’s media release. 
Landowners have also learnt that the bridgeworks include compulsory acquisitions over private property. To 
compulsorily acquire someone’s property is no small matter. It should be undertaken in a respectful and courteous 
manner. We are talking about people’s homes. To use a famous British proverb, “A person’s home is their castle.” 
It is their refuge—the place they preserve and develop into their own sanctuary. It is where they create life-lasting 
memories. These home owners deserve to be treated with compassion, respect and the professionalism that we 
would expect to receive from the minister’s state government. They have worked hard to buy their home. They have 
researched and chosen to live where they do because of the lifestyle this neighbourhood offers. I cannot imagine 
how I would feel if I opened up my mailbox and found a flyer containing a graphic that shows a bridge over my 
property and a massive wall outside my window. What I do know is that I would feel sick to the stomach. These 
same residents received exactly the same flyer that I received three blocks away, yet I am not the one who will 
have a noise wall outside my window. These people should have been treated better. They should have been shown 
the courtesy they deserve. They should have received a personalised letter with an invitation to have a discussion 
with Main Roads Western Australia prior to the design being made public. They should have been given the opportunity 
to have some input and to understand the options and the process before the minister’s media opportunity. These 
people go out to work every day to earn money to pay their mortgage. Owning our own home is every Australian’s 
dream. However, a few weeks ago, the people in Darling Downs found that their dream turned into a nightmare 
when they learnt that within weeks this state government will take their land and construct a bridge over property 
or put up a massive noise wall and bridge wall right outside their window. The department is only now meeting 
with the utility authorities to understand the impact this bridge will have on the current service infrastructure within 
the footprint. The local government’s design for the station has been ignored and the local school on Larsen Road 
also had not been consulted. The Marri Grove Primary School community is deeply concerned about the redirection 
of traffic. There is no current plan for the level crossing, next to the school, on Larsen Road. 
The fear that is being whipped up over this rushed project is worrying. Please do not misunderstand the community’s 
concern over this rushed project as it being not supportive of the Byford rail. It is supportive, as am I. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: What they are simply asking for — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. This 
is a grievance. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: What they are simply asking — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 September 2020] 

 p6127b-6130a 
Mrs Alyssa Hayden; Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Zak Kirkup 

 [2] 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! I am on my feet. I call you to order for the second time. This 
is a grievance. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Thank you, Acting Speaker. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! I am calling you to order for the third time. This is a grievance; 
let it be heard in silence. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Thank you, Acting Speaker. The people of Byford and Darling Range are simply asking for 
time—time to understand the project, time to be heard, and time to discuss the negative impacts of the current bridge 
design. The community needs time to consider the details and the impact of the redirection of local traffic. It needs 
time to understand the options and changes that need to occur at the Larsen Road level crossing and the impact 
that will have on Marri Grove Primary School, the community and the local residents. 

On behalf of the local residents, I am asking that the minister undertake proper consultation: allow time for residents, 
particularly along Thomas Road, Butcher Road and Larsen Road, to express their concerns, suggestions and requests. 
The decisions she makes now for the Thomas Road bridge will have a huge flow-on effect for the people who live 
around Larsen Road and for Marri Grove Primary School. They are worried that what will happen on Thomas Road 
will happen along Larsen Road. Will homes be demolished if it is decided to have a road over rail on Larsen Road? 
Will people lose their homes? Will the Little People’s Place childcare centre be knocked down? Will Marri Grove 
Primary School be affected? These are all the questions the community is worried about. 

On behalf of the community of Byford and Darling Downs, please simply allow time for consultation and for these 
concerns to be heard and make sure the project is the best possible project that can be delivered for this community. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.45 am] I thank the member for Darling Range 
for that grievance. Yet again, she has completely misled this place. Her grievance today was basically full of 
falsehoods. Let us go through the issues. When we deliver new infrastructure, it always provides challenges. 
I will tell members that every bit of infrastructure we have delivered has faced challenges. Of course, part of that 
involves talking to local landowners and seeing how we can deliver that infrastructure in the best possible way. 
We have a dedicated team that has been engaging with the local community. The member did not say that the 
homes adjacent to the proposed new bridge have been doorknocked. People have gone to each residence. Over 
51 residences have been doorknocked. A number of meetings have been undertaken already and further meetings 
will be held to ensure that the residents’ concerns are dealt with. Of course, we also are consulting Marri Grove 
Primary School. 

Of course, with any new infrastructure, consultation and discussion will be held about local access and design. 
That happens on any project. There are always issues about making sure there is good local access and a good design, 
and that work is underway. Again, the member did not say that. In relation to the doorknocking, some landowners 
were concerned and some welcomed the project and said that they could not wait for the project to commence. 
The member for Darling Range did not say that. 

In respect of the Byford rail, there have been drop-in sessions; information has been dropped to over 8 800 properties. 
This is about delivering our election promise for the Byford rail line. The member also did not highlight some of 
the unique characteristics of the area, which, again, we will deal with the local landowners on—the equine industry 
that is very real there. Of course, we are dealing with an operating rail line. 

A lot of the concerns—I understand the concerns—are because, in a sense, it is a rural lifestyle that is being impacted 
by urbanisation. That will happen whether or not the Thomas Road bridge is built because the area is changing. It 
has changed a lot. I remember as a kid that area compared with how it is now. Byford has very much changed. We 
understand the concern about that and we are going to work with the local landowners. 

As I said, some people do not like rail stations and rail lines. The Liberal Party does not. It comes out again and 
again and criticises rail extensions. The member for Darling Range said that the shires were not consulted about 
the location. She said that the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale was not consulted about the location of the station. 
Yes, it was. The member never completely tells the truth. She is two-faced, so those who are watching at home — 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I believe the language used by the minister suggesting that the member for Darling Range is, 
and I quote, “two-faced” is quite unparliamentary and I ask her to withdraw. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Thank you for the point of order. I will not ask the minister to 
withdraw, but I will ask the minister just to come back to the grievance. 

Debate Resumed 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member went to one group and said, “We’ve got to build this rail line as soon as possible. 
Get on with it.” She is now saying, “Slow down. You’re going too fast.” This is what happens when we build 
infrastructure. We have to address the challenges. 

The member’s claims about the compulsory acquisition of land is not true at this point in time. We are looking at 
the design, and we have told that to the relevant landowner. I notice that the member never mentioned that relevant 
landowner’s name. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: He doesn’t want his name in the media. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Oh! He does not want to be in the media! The relevant landowner whom this member is talking 
about is the same landowner who conducts operations that her colleague, the upper house member for East Metropolitan 
Hon Donna Faragher, brought in a petition from 470 local residents in Oakford against. That is why the member 
did not bring up that person’s name. We are talking to that landowner to make sure that we limit any impact on their 
private property. We are doing that. That is a live conversation. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member does not believe in the Byford rail line. Just say it. It is clear that the Liberal Party 
will delay the Byford rail line. 

There are issues with Western Power and the substation, and we are dealing with them. 

How did the member think the rail line was going to get to Byford? The member said two years ago that we should 
get on with it. She said that we should build the rail line now. But do we really need to build a bridge over the rail 
line? Do we really need to build level crossings? Yes, we do, member. The member said that we should get on 
with it. The member is now saying, “Gee! I didn’t know that we’d have to build some walls and level crossings, and 
change roads.” That is what happens when we deliver infrastructure. I know that in many instances it is difficult 
for the adjacent landowners. We are doorknocking and talking to them directly. We are taking on their concerns. 
As I said, many of the landowners welcome it. 

The member cannot be a hypocrite on this issue. She cannot say on one day that we should get on with it, and then 
say that we should slow it down. The member completely misled Parliament in her claims on consultation. If the 
member wants to go in to bat for that particular landowner, she should come out and say that person’s name. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Darling Range, I call you to order. My approach with grievances is clear. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We are in negotiations with the entire community, including that landowner, who will be the 
most significantly impacted, to make sure that we minimise the impact on their land. 

Member, when we build a rail line, we have to deliver some infrastructure. That is what happens. Again, it is clear 
today that the member for Darling Range does not support the extension of the rail line to Byford. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: She wants to stop the rail line. Today the member told me to stop the rail line. That is what 
the member did. We will be telling everyone in Byford exactly what the member said today. 
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